
 

ARNALL, CHARLES OSWALD 

 Initials: C O  

Nationality: United Kingdom  

Rank: Gunner  

 Royal Artillery,  5 Searchlight Regiment.  

Age: 27 Date of Death: 11/08/1943  

Service No: 1592818  

Charles "Sonny" Arnall  

The picture is taken in the gardens of 18 Fairfax Road, 

Colchester. 

Son of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, 

London. Ivy was the sister of Oswald Theobald, who served with 

the Royal Engineers and died of his wounds in 1919.  Ivy Ethel 

Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the 

29th June 1884 and as a child lived in number 2 Pump Row in 

Layer Road near the Post Office. These houses are now known as 

"Moss Cottages". Her mother was Eliza and her father, James 

Edward, a cordwainer.   Ivy's husband Charles was killed in the 

First World War, while serving with the 2nd Battalion, London 

Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) in March 1918. Ivy and Charles had three children, Charles 

"Sonny" Arnall , Dorothy and May.  

Sonny's unit was part of the Singapore AA Brigade, & they were equipped with 96 

searchlight projectors. They were formed in May 1941 in Singapore. It is believed that they 

sailed from the UK on March 21st 1941 for India and then on to Singapore.  

On the 8th of December 1941, three Japanese divisions, later increased to four, landed at 

Kota Bharu in North Western Malaya, on Penang, and in southern Thailand. The Japanese 

divisions pushed General Percival’s 9th and 11th Indian Divisions southward in a rapid 

advance through the Malayan jungle and took Ipoh, 150 miles to the south, three weeks later. 

The forces under General Percival made a short stand at Kuala Lumpur, but not even the 



British and Australian reinforcements that increased his combatant strength to 70,000 enable 

him to counter the enemy’s efficient jungle fighting tactics. General Percival evacuated the 

Malay Peninsula entirely on the 31st of January 1942 and retired to Singapore island. 

As the British forces retreated across the Johore Strait they destroyed the causeway 

connecting the mainland with Singapore and hoped for some breathing space after their 

retreat down the length of Malaya. The Japanese began to shell Singapore island, repaired the 

damaged causeway, and began crossing 25,000 troops and light tanks by the 9th of February. 

In addition to firing from Johore, the Japanese also began to shell Singapore from gun 

positions on Pulau Ubin Island. Under the cover of this shelling, the Japanese spearheads 

advanced inland and seized the reservoirs in the centre of the island . Once the Japanese 

gained a considerable foothold on the island, the fighting spread in extent and intensity and 

gradually all soldiers capable of bearing arms  were swept into the fight, which would have 

included Charles. The water supply was badly damaged and began to fail. Many ammunition 

magazines and stores situated in outlying parts of the island fell into enemy hands, and the 

military reserves of food had almost disappeared. The obsolete aircraft that had been 

available in Singapore had been of little use in stemming the Japanese advance, and when 

new aircraft did arrive they were too little too late. On the afternoon of the 15th of February 

1942, General Percival, the Commander of Forces in Malaya, was obliged to surrender to the 

Japanese . 

Charles died during the construction of the notorious Burma railway (see below). Some of the 

survivors from his regiment were subsequently killed in a Japanese "Hell Ship"  , Kachidoki 

Maru, which were used to transport them to Japan & which was sunk by a US submarine. 

 

He would have been entitled to the 1939-45 Star, Pacific Star, War Medal and Defence 

Medal. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. Q. 70. 

Cemetery: KANCHANABURI WAR CEMETERY 



Historical 

Information: 

The 

notorious 

Burma-Siam 

railway, built 

by 

Commonwea

lth, Dutch 

and 

American 

prisoners of 

war, was a 

Japanese 

project 

driven by the 

need for 

improved 

communicati

ons to support the large Japanese army in Burma. During its construction, approximately 

13,000 prisoners of war died and were buried along the railway. An estimated 80,000 to 

100,000 civilians also died in the course of the project, chiefly forced labour brought from 

Malaya and the Dutch East Indies, or conscripted in Siam (Thailand) and Burma (Myanmar). 

Two labour forces, one based in Siam and the other in Burma worked from opposite ends of 

the line towards the centre. The Japanese aimed at completing the railway in 14 months and 

work began in October 1942. The line, 424 kilometres long, was completed by December 

1943. The graves of those who died during the construction and maintenance of the Burma-

Siam railway (except for the Americans, whose remains were repatriated) were transferred 

from camp burial grounds and isolated sites along the railway into three cemeteries at 

Chungkai and Kanchanaburi in Thailand and Thanbyuzayat in Myanmar. 

KANCHANABURI WAR CEMETERY is only a short distance from the site of the former 

'Kanburi', the prisoner of war base camp through which most of the prisoners passed on their 

way to other camps. It was created by the Army Graves Service, who transferred to it all 

graves along the southern section of railway, from Bangkok to Nieke. Some 300 men who 

died during an epidemic at Nieke camp were cremated and their ashes now lie in two graves 

in the cemetery. The names of these men are inscribed on panels in the shelter pavilion. There 

are now 5,084 Commonwealth casualties of the Second World War buried or commemorated 

in this cemetery. There are also 1,896 Dutch war graves. Within the entrance building to the 

cemetery will be found the KANCHANABURI MEMORIAL, recording the names of 11 

men of the army of undivided India buried in Muslim cemeteries in Thailand, where their 

graves could not be maintained. The cemetery was designed by Colin St Clair Oakes. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 6843 

  

references:- http://www.cofepow.org.uk/pages/armedforces_35thLAA.htm  
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